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Burn’s Night at the North Haven was a friendly,
enjoyable evening.  Iain Fraser was outside at 6.30pm
to pipe everyone into the clubhouse.  At 7.30pm we all
sat down for the starters.  When the starters were
finished, Iain piped the Haggis around the tables
followed by Mike Cullen, who was carrying the Haggis
on a platter with a knife ready to cut it up.  The platter
was placed on a table and Iain read the address to a
Haggis and Mike cut it at the appropriate verse.
Then Iain gave a toast to the Haggis, himself, and the
North Haven Yacht Club.

Commodore Andy Page and Barry Swaffield were the chefs for the evening, and many
compliments to the chefs were made, and to the makers of the amazing, delicious desserts.
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There was a short quiz - 10 questions about poet
Robert Burns.  The quiz was won by Mike, John and
Muriel, who got 9 correct answers, and they each
received a small box of Smarties and a little tin of
Highland speciality shortbread biscuits.

Commodore Andy Page thanked Iain and his wife Kate for coming, and he thanked Iain for
piping the Haggis around the club.  Andy also thanked all the helpers: Gay, Peter, Violet, Gill,
Eric, Sue, Rozanne, Barry and himself for another excellent evening at the club.  Andy also
thanked the people who had made the desserts: June, Rozanne and Gay.

At 10pm Iain piped himself out of the club and across the road to his car.
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If you have not visited the club recently, or have not noticed, the main club
room and the kitchen have been redecorated.

The old wall colour ‘magnolia’ is now ‘summer linen’; a few shades lighter and a
good contrast to the grey wall and wood work.  The kitchen colour is now
‘mineral blue’.

A band of volunteers worked very hard removing all items from the walls,
filling holes, preparing and painting and reinstating the fittings.  A job well done!

A big thank you from the committee and all of our members.

Redecorating the Club
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There was much praise for the Basic Diesel Engine Maintenance course run by
Barry Swaffield …

Everything youwanted to know butwere too afraid toask!

Brilliant two

evenings

Two evenings well
spent

Great course -

a wealth of

information

Very informative

training course
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Dorset Police Marine Section

More than 100 anxious boat-owners gathered to quiz Dorset Police’s chief

constable about the fate of the force’s marine unit.

Poole Harbour Watch arranged

a meeting with James Vaughan

DCC,  which was hosted by Poole Yacht Club

in Hamworthy.

Mariners were reassured that the number of police

officers working in the unit will increase.  Whilst the

unit remains the Dorset Police Marine Unit it will be

allocated to other jobs, as necessary.

The present police RIB is being replaced by a £250,000 new,

much larger vessel, which will continue to be moored in Poole.  This

vessel will be deployed to carry out counter-terrorism operations.

The marine section has a responsibility for policing the Force’s

89 miles of coastline out to a distance of 12 miles.

Officers’ remit includes managing crime in Weymouth

and Christchurch harbours, the smaller fishing ports

of West Bay, Lyme Regis and Swanage and the world’s

second largest natural harbour in Poole.

Police frequently work with a range of other agencies

including the coastguard and Poole’s RNLI crews are

the most frequently tasked in the country.

During the meeting, members of the public voiced

their concerns about a range of issues.  The main

issue for the police and PHW is that people are not

reporting theft and this is making the police

statistics incorrect.  The PHW chair encouraged the

meeting to “join in a whole harbour initiative by fitting

security devices or marking boats and equipment

with products such as Selectadna or Datatag.”  PHW will be watching closely to ensure that the police

marine unit fulfill their obligation to the marine community.

Poole Harbour Watch
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Our adult sailing class will continue throughout 2019.

The class is open to all adult members wishing to learn to sail from scratch or for those
wanting to brush up on existing skills.

We will start with some theory sessions in the club house during the winter months and our
first session is scheduled for Thursday 7th March at 19.00.

We will then move to our practical sessions on the water using the club's dinghies starting on
Wednesday 01 May at 19.00.

A full list of the dates for these sessions is provided below for your information.

There will also be a full programme of dinghy races throughout the season in addition to
these lessons.

If you would like to participate in these sessions please send your name and contact details to
office@nhyc.org.uk

07 Mar 2019-Thursday-19.00-21.00
09 Apr 2019-Tuesday-19.00-21.00
01 May 2019-Wednesday-19.00-21.00
13 May 2019-Monday-19.00-21.00
27 May 2019-Monday-19.00-21.00
10 Jun 2019-Monday-19.00-21.00
24 Jun 2019-Monday-19.00-21.00
02 Jul 2019 Tuesday-19.00-21.00
15 Jul 2019-Monday-19.00-21.00
29 Jul 2019-Monday-19.00-21.00
12 Aug 2019-Monday-19.00-21.00
26 Aug 2019-Monday-19.00-21.00
09 Sep 2019-Monday-19.00-21.00
23 Sep 2019-Monday-19.00-21.00

Regards

Tony McGrath
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A message from our Vice Commodore and Health and Safety Officer

Our new Commodore Andy Page has started his new role and has
already embarked on his vision for club progress by arranging for the
clubhouse to be redecorated for the first time since the building was
commissioned ten years ago.  A great effort was put in by our members
to achieve this over a tight three-day period.  I know Andy has many
more ideas to take things forward over the next three years and achieve
his vision of how he sees things evolving at NHYC.  I see my role as
supporting Andy in his efforts to achieve his goals, along with my
existing role of looking after the safety of our members.

Sometimes when we talk of individuals who are on the Club Committee
and in Club Officer positions we need to remember the very large
amount of work which is carried out by our club members.  These
people help with social events, mooring operations, working parties,
cleaning, stocking up of the kitchen, IT, and Club duties, to name but a

few.  Without such people the club would not function in the successful way it does.  It was great to see
one of these valuable members being awarded the club member of the year award at our AGM.

Health and safety has been my role for sometime now and, in the main, changes that I have made have
been accepted by most members.  We live in a changing and more demanding world where the need to do
things properly is necessary to avoid people being harmed and the consequences if we get it wrong.  I
think gradually members are starting to understand this, and I will endeavour to make sure that health and
safety does not reduce the enjoyment of our boating activities, without compromising members safety.

If you have any concerns regarding safety at the club whether it directly affects yourself or other members,
please do not hesitate to bring these concerns to my attention at nearmiss@nhyc.org.uk .  I am happy to
advise and act on it if you have any such concerns.  Please notify me of any details of such an incident so
that I can note them in the accident book and I can also take any action to prevent a reoccurrence.

In February we held a meeting for our taxi drivers so that we could discuss the taxi operation, the
mechanical changes to the vessel, and ask what the drivers considered important.  A questionnaire was
filled out by the 28 people present and an analysis of the results has been compiled for review by the
committee.  I was particularly impressed by the feedback on the night from the taxi drivers regarding
safety and the wearing of life jackets or buoyancy aids.

One final piece of information, we have a Charity Dinner being run by Poole Food Bank at our clubhouse
on the evening of the 27th March.  This is not a club event and so those present will not be members, with
the exception of a couple of club officers who will be there to help and advise as necessary.  On that night
the access from the upper deck to the lower decks will be chained off with signage which will state access
to authorised members only.  This is to avoid the visitors from putting themselves in danger on our lower
decks.  It will not affect ordinary club operation, however, if you remove the chain to pass through, I ask
you kindly to please replace it afterwards.

Finally, stay safe, think about what you are doing, carefully plan ahead, and have a great season in 2019.

Fair winds and following seas.
Yours aye,
Steve Brimble
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More culinary delights at
the February Big Breakfast!

Thank you and well done
to all the volunteers!

Luckily, February is a
short month, so not long
to wait until the March
Big Breakfast!

Big Breakfast

Art Group
We had a very quiet meeting of our Art Group on
Thursday 31st January.  No doubt because of the
appalling weather which turned to snow as we sat
and painted!  Appropriately, our theme was
‘winter’, but it became a bit too wintry as we
packed up and made our way home as the
snow thickened.

Fast forward to our February meeting and the
weather was unseasonably warm.  However, with
the excitement of the club’s Art Exhibition coming
up, we didn’t really do any art …



A public exhibition of art
in a variety of visual media by members of

the North Haven Yacht Club

Haven Art 2019

Saturday 9th March 10am - 4pm
and

Sunday 10th March 10am - 3pm
at the Clubhouse

For more information email office@nhyc.org.uk

Refreshments will also be on sale

Our exhibition includes paintings, drawings, pottery,
glassware, textile art and photography, all made by our

very talented members!

Please come along and support us!

mailto:office@nhyc.org.uk
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With a warm Southerly front drifting up from the African continent,
and the golden orb making an unseasonably good stab at chasing the
clouds away, it is hard to believe that this time last year the Beast
from the East had trained its snow cannon on us and let rip with an
arctic blast. Thoughts of pre-season preparation were simply left on
ice whilst winter sea swimming became a Baltic challenge of steadily
decreasing duration.

A change in the dominant weather front may indeed yet postpone
this year’s early spring celebrations, but with the Admiral’s
confirmation that the US trampolines had set sail from the Bay of E,
the February sun returned thoughts to the ‘To Do’ list.  Keenly drawn
up as Aristocat was tucked up for the winter, flame-grilled cross
beams aside, most of the items remained stubbornly unticked.
So with the naked beams collected by Cuban Heels, a whizz with a
glue gun and a neoprene anti-skid pad, so Good Times tells me, the rivet gun was dusted off.

Next up, re-securing the main track.  The first task would be removal of offending loose rivets from
the track.  Not content with failing in their primary task of securing the track in situ, all be it after long
years of salt-drenched service, a number of rivets had defiantly popped up to prevent the car from
sliding over them.  Worse than that, on more than one occasion, having lured the car across a speed
bump-slowed traverse, on the subsequent tack, a rogue rivet, like a middle digit, stubbornly raised its
objection to an attempted return journey.  Towards the tail end of the season, the car became
frequently halted in its tracks, and clamped windward of the centre line.  This had a less than
positive effect on our attempted tacks, increasingly enforcing a rapid back-pedaling lea ho!
Aristocat was ultimately resigned to limp on to the season close with slide-less car in centre line
cable tie-wrapped bondage.

Drilled out and gently coaxed with the craftsman’s persuader, small piles of corroded shavings were
now tipped out of the beam to lay glistening on the floor.  The next obstacle to flattening the
undulating roller coaster line of the main track was the rivet gun nozzle.  It obstinately refused to
squeeze between the rails, requiring a little tailored adjustment, courtesy of the steel file.  One freshly

manicured nozzle later, and the rivet gun was able to press
replacements in to service.   Further filing of proud rivet heads (must
drill the countersink hole a little deeper next time), and traffic calming
hindrance was removed.  The car once more slid unhampered along
an apparently rigid, flat main track – the loaded main will provide the
true test, of course …

Next on the list, the jib track, then a trip to Peter True’s to check out
the frayed trapeze wires, and to pick up the obligatory gel coat filler …

Other Cat news … Captain EBay has been up to his old tricks,
sighting a set of Hobie sails in the surf that Cuban Heels happily
snapped up for the newest member of the Hobie fleet.
The exchange has yet to take place…

Herding Cats
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Commodore’s news
A touch of spring is in the air and the sap is rising.  March is a
busy month.  There is lot of activity preparing for the new season.
The mooring team are out in all weathers, checking and renewing the
chains that keep our boats secure.  This is not an easy job and our
Mooring Officer Dave Segal is always grateful for any help.  Please contact
him via the club office if you wish to join the team or perhaps even take
over the role next year when he retires.

The club room has been redecorated - please try and look after it.
Avoid marking the walls with sticky tape and Blu-tack.  The carpets will be
cleaned on the 12th March - please try and keep it clean.

If you are involved in the Adult Dingy Training, or would like to be, Tony McGrath and his
team have posted dates for training.  Both Tony McGrath and Kevin Fry, along with their
teams, are hopefully going to put on a practical dingy rigging and maintenance weekend to
get the dinghies ready for the season.  This is all part of the training, so keep a watch on your
emails for dates.

Colin and Bobi Francis will again be running the Fishing Section this season.  Dates for
competitions will be on the touch screen and there will also be a dedicated section on the
notice board.  SIFCA will display information regarding regulations on sea fishing on the
notice board.  Be aware of the regulations regarding the taking of fish caught for the table.
If you are in any doubt ask Colin of Bobi for clarification.  Don't take chances.  Heavy fines can
be imposed and your boat could also be at risk.  Please try and support them.

Dave Hipkiss and his team will be running the
racing this season.  Let's try and get a few
more boats out, the regulars need some
extra competition!  The Round the Islands
race proved popular last year and now has a
dedicated trophy for the event.  It will be run
again this season.  East Dorset Sailing Club
might be involved this year - an added bit of
excitement!  The Hobies and Darts are
becoming more popular and add a bit of
glamour to the moorings.  Again keep a
watch on the information sites.
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Peter Brown will hopefully be organising a few cruises
too this season.  I have not been on one myself, but I am
assured that they are fun!  They give you a chance to try
out and improve your sailing skills, as well as flying our
flag outside of the harbour.

Poole Harbour Watch will be running security patrols
during the season.  These patrols play an important role
in deterring vandalism and theft from our boats.
NHYC could do more in supporting this worthy
organisation.  If you have a boat and can participate in
any way please email the club for further information.

Barry Swaffield and his merry band have been working
hard behind the scenes organising the social events for
the year.  It is not an easy task and we value your
support in attending events.  There’s a mix of

events that not only raise money for our nominated charity, but they can also be fun
and educational.  Please try and support them - they are an important part of the club.

We are a Community Amateur Sports Club i.e. CASC.
There are considerable financial benefits from being a
CASC and we have enjoyed these benefits for a number
of years.  It is important that we prove that we are
active in the areas deemed to be sporting in order to
maintain our status.  These activities include:  fishing,
sailing, dingy racing and all water sports .  All these
activities have the additional benefit of helping to keep
us fit.  It is important that we all get involved in as
many activities as we can.

Tight lines and Fair Winds.  Be safe and have a
good season.

Andy Page, Commodore
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Thank you! A BIG thank you to everyone who has yet again sent stories and
photos for this month’s newsletter!

Our members make our newsletter … if you would like to contribute to the club
newsletter, please email your news, stories or photos to me:
newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

Final word …

March is looking like a very busy month at the club!

Sunday 3rd March - Big Breakfast 10:00am – 12:00pm. Last orders 11:45am
Tuesday 5th March - Basic Diesel Engine Maintenance course - 7:00pm
Wednesday 6th March - Basic Diesel Engine Maintenance course - 7:00pm
Thursday 7th March - Adult Sailing Session - 7:00pm
Saturday 9th March - Art Exhibition 10:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday 10th March - Art Exhibition 10:00am - 3:00pm
Monday 11th March - Ukulele group - 7:00pm
Wednesday 13th March - Talk by Moatt Sails on sail making and trimming - 7:00pm.
Thursday 14th March - Ladies Group - 7:00pm
Friday 15th  March - Sprat Supper - 7:00pm
Sunday 17th March - Boat Jumble -10:00am - 4:00pm
Monday 18th March - Ukulele group - 7:00pm
Tuesday 19th March - Fishing Section Presentation Evening - 7:00pm
Saturday 23rd March - Grand Charity Evening with live music by Haywire
Monday 25th March - Ukulele group - 7:00pm
Thursday 28th March - Art Group 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Sunday 31st March - Mother’s Day Lunch; families welcome.  Musical entertainment
by Nick Frantini “Man of many voices”.

mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk
mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

