
The North Haven New Year
got off to a busy start with
the Annual General Meeting.
The AGM was so well attended that it was standing room only!

As is traditional, Don Small was at the door to welcome everyone in.  And so with a thump on
the table, our President Paul Harris opened the meeting and then handed over to our
Commodore Barry Swaffield.

We had reports from the Commodore,
the Hon. Secretary, and Treasurer, detailing
events of the past year and club finances.
Thanks was expressed to the many members of
the club who volunteer and keep everything
running so smoothly, not least those who were
standing down from various Club positions and
the Committee.  Keith Bufton was among those
who stood down so he could run for President,
however Gill Tripp won the ballot -
congratulations! Our first female President!!

Chris Brooks and Tara Jones joined the Committee unopposed and fill the vacancies left by
Paul Dean and Peter Brown.  There remains a vacancy for Social Secretary, however, Gill has
kindly agreed to continue as acting Social Secretary until April, to allow us time to find a
replacement - a hard act to follow, I am sure you will agree.  Since the AGM Peter Laird has
been co-opted onto the Committee to help with boat maintenance (club tenders and taxi).

Happy New Year!

North Haven Yacht Club
News and Views
Through 2018
January Edition



A proposed rule change was voted through to change rule 3.1.2.  Previously officers of the
club had to stand down after 2 terms of 3 years.  The new rule brings the officers of the club
in line with the committee and they now have to be re-elected after 3 years, with no limit on
how many times they are elected.

David Hipkiss was nominated by the Committee for honorary membership, and this was
unanimously approved.

Club Member of the Year ended in a tie between Gill Tripp and Peter Edgington -
congratulations to them both and well deserved for the contribution they have made to the
club over the past year.

The Rover Cup, similar to the Club Member of the Year, is awarded by the Committee to the
member for their contribution to the club.  The recipient was Mike Hudson, for his work with
the moorings team.

The Autumn Trophy for Day Series Racing was won by Dave Stares.

The trophy for Bart’ Bash was won by Keith Coldwell.

The Plunger Trophy was won by Rod Jones for his valiant attempt at Bart’s Bash.

The Texaco Cup was won by Alan Robertson for the Wednesday Evening Racing.

The Treasure Hunt trophy was won by Alan Robertson.

The Endeavour Trophy (Peter Duncan), was won by Richard Almond.



'



Adult Sailing Scheme
Way back in February of last year we started a new year of adult sailing class. The class is
open to all members wishing to learn to sail from scratch or for those wanting to brush up on
their existing skills.

We began with some theory sessions in the
club house during the winter months.
During these sessions we learnt about the
different parts of a sailing boat, how a sail
works to move the boat, the effect of wind
direction and tidal flow when sailing,
and meteorology. We also set up a topper
dinghy in the clubhouse so everyone could
practice tacking and gybing manoeuvres.

By May the weather was good enough to
get on the water and finally put all that
theory into practice. We started by using
the club’s bosun dinghies which are big
enough to take up to four adults so we teamed up two or three of our trainees with a
volunteer club member who is an experienced sailor on each of the bosuns. That way
everyone could have a turn at helming and crewing under direct guidance. We met about
twice a month, depending on the tide, and as the summer progressed so did our enthusiastic
students and we were soon taking out the club’s topper dinghies which are single handers.

Our students really enjoyed the toppers as they were now totally
in control of their own boat and they progressed very quickly
from this point. Most of those who started last year had
progressed from total beginners to being able to sail with a good
level of competence.

We are restarting the class for 2018 and our first get together
will be in February. This will be our third year for the classes.
Look out for a club email announcing the dates.  Whether you
would like to learn to sail or you are an experienced sailor
confident in dinghies and would like to volunteer to help on
these sessions we would love to hear from you.

Please send your details to the office at office@nhyc.org.uk in the
first instance and we will be in touch. This is a very friendly and
supportive environment so why not make 2018 the year you
finally fulfill that ambition?

office@nhyc.org.uk 
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North Haven Ladies Group
SWAP NIGHT went well….

Thank you to the 15 ladies who turned up to the first
event of the year. Items turfed out after Christmas
included handbags, jewellery, clothes and bric-à-brac.
I think we all got to take something new home.
The unwanted items went to a local charity,
taken by our resident volunteer
Rosemary Stares - so BIG thank you to her!

Look what I Swapped…….!

The second part of the meeting was set aside to outline our programme for the
forthcoming year.  We plan to undertake an event every month either in the clubhouse or out
and about.  It was also agreed that we would put on 3 events throughout the year during
the day but at the Clubhouse to enable those less mobile and who prefer day to evenings.
All events will be advertised in the clubhouse, the club newsletter, Facebook page (North
Haven Ladies Group) and for those on our mailing list there will be an email directly
inviting them.  You can contact me directly through the office at office@nhyc.org.uk

Our next event is on Tuesday, 5th February at 7.30pm and is a fun quiz with a fish and
chip supper.  Look out for the poster in the clubhouse.  All ladies welcome.

office@nhyc.org.uk 


Barely has the hangover faded before thoughts begin to turn from Auld Lang Syne to
times ahead.
Epoxy be upon you – must dig out the gelcoat.
But before the scraping and sanding, it’s out with the old, in with the new, a charging of
the guard, from Committee to Kids’ Club, seemingly irreplaceable Kevin and Lisa,
fresh challenges ahead.

As Aristocat patiently sits out the winter, safely tucked up at Former
El Presidente’s residence, the Phantom Menace approaches the
Dart side …

Whilst within the club, a cat amongst the pigeons!
Newly anointed Admiral of the Toppers, Chris Brooks, not content
with stepping up along with Kirstin to the KC challenge,
has also attained the lofty status of Committee Member.
Congrats to Chris (and all our hardworking committee).

Relief, at last for the Admiral of the Toppers, a Catharsis no less – is that to be the name?
Some alternatives for consideration…

●  Catatonic
●  Cat Flap
●  9 Lives
●  Schrödinger's (a little quantum)
●  Female character from Goldfinger – you know the one

Catapult or perhaps Pole Cat our Editor
suggests might have been a more fitting
reflection of my own helmsmanship and
pitch pole proficiency.  But enough of my
bow plunging adventures for now.

Happy 2018

Herding Cats

Nice weather for a dip - this isn’t me performing
a Zorro’esque exit, though my own catastrophes
have been similarly spectacular



Christmas break over, so back to work on the barge.  The Starboard side went so well that we decided
to carry on and do the Port side.

When we restarted work after Christmas, we merrily set up the generator for power, plugged in after
a bit of mucking about, fired it up and it was running fine … but our electric tools were not running.
Pete and I stood there scratching our heads thinking, “What have we done wrong?!”  We stopped the
generator, started it again and still the same!  Then Pete popped up and said, “We forgot to plug in the
step up transformer to take the generator from 110 volt to 240 volt!” OOOPS!!  Thank goodness for
Pete.  So everything worked - must have been the after effects of too much Christmas cheer, or
something like that!

We went through all the same process of taking the old deck apart.  The wood this side was worse
than the other, or so Pete said, as he merrily walked up the exposed wooden deck   and went straight
through!!  Too much Christmas pudding?!!  Good job it wasn’t me who  went through otherwise we
would have known straight away what caused it! New Year’s resolution -  must loose some weight!

Anyway enough of that!  We are doing quite well with the Port side as well, all the old deck is off and
we’ve started fitting the new plastic decking, plus some general repairs to the gates as they were very
dodgy.  We hope to have it finished later this month.  Then we will be looking for some volunteers to
come and do some antifouling.  If anyone is interested, please get in touch, as it would be nice to have
that job done for us, as we have put in a fair few hours already.  Not bad for a couple of blokes over
70!  Young at heart though, just the body lets us down sometimes, hey ho!

Fred

NHYC Winter Project
Replacing the deck of the mooring barge

New plastic deck in place
ready to be secured - with
my helper Pete Laird at
the end

Starboard side nearly complete

Oh no! Pete
got a photo
of me!

All of old
deck
removed

Holes in  the
deck where
Pete went
through!



The club is starting up an art group!

This is a group for any members who have an interest
in art and crafts.  We will be meeting on the last
Wednesday of every month, starting on
Wednesday 31st January 7-9pm.

The aim of the group is to bring members together who
share an interest in all things art and crafty, and give
ourselves a bit of time just to enjoy doing some art or

craft and meet like-minded people.  We’ll have a chat, a cuppa and sit and do
a bit of drawing, painting or whatever takes our interest.

At our first meeting we’ll talk about our plans for
the group, what we might do each month  and
what we would all like to get out of the group.

Please bring along anything art or crafty that you
are working on or would like to share.

All members welcome!  If you have any questions,
please contact Julia or Anna via
office@nhyc.org.uk

So, just to recap:

Art group – Wednesday 31st January 7-9pm at the Clubhouse.

We look forward to seeing you then!

Art and Craft Group

office@nhyc.org.uk


Charity Evening - 3rd February.
Volunteer helpers needed.

Big Breakfast Sunday 4th February.
Volunteer helpers needed.  Please sign up on Dutyman.

Remember, we are still looking for someone to fill the remaining place on the
Committee and take over the role of Social Secretary.  If you are interested or
want to find out more, please contact the office office@nhyc.org.uk

Dates for your diary:

If you would like to contribute to the club newsletter, please email your news,
stories or photos to me:  newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

Final word …
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