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Big Thanks
for all the
effort

OK Fred, you can come up now.

   Just a quick belated email to say thank you to all the people who came and
helped at the Make and Mend day on 13th May. A lot of useful work got
done on the day along with a general clear up of the lower deck and Bosun's
store.
These days are a great opportunity to meet new people and get involved in
the club.
The lifejacket checking session
organised by Chris Holloway
also went well with around 40
lifejackets being inspected
during the session.
Once again thanks to every-
one for all their efforts on the
day.

Regards,  Bryan Hardy
Club Secretary



Another successful work day
and as usual a good response
and turn out by all.  A big thank
you to everyone who worked
hard to spring clean our club
room and outside areas.
I am sure that some of our new
members made new friends on
the day, and got a good insight
as to the informal workings of
the club.

A special thank you to Chris Hol-
loway and his team from the
RNLI who carried out safety
checks on our life jackets. A very
important exercise and I am giv-
en to understand some jackets
failed miserably.  I won't dwell
on safety issues but it's important to maintain your safety equipment you

may need some day to save your life. Thank you Chris and team.
Talking about maintaining your equipment, I notice that John Jones seen here not wearing his glasses,  missing his
boots with the power washer and cleaning part of the decking.  Should have gone to Specsavers John!
Top gear had the Stig, we have the Fred.  Always on hand when you need him.  Seen here impersonating Neptune ris-
ing from the sea surrounded by sea weed and helping me, a plumber of many years, fathom out this new pipe fitting.
Note that it too two to fit it.  Typical.
A special thank you to every one who scrubbed and cleaned the club room,
kitchen and toilets. To all those who sorted the club equipment on the deck-
ing and bosuns store,  cleaned and scrubbed the buoys,  swabbed the decks
the modern way I hasten to add with power washer. Let's not forget the can-
teen volunteers who keep us fed and watered.  Peter Edginton's task to clean
all the decking tables and chairs took far longer than the work day, in fact it

took several days, and I am
sure you would all agree that
they are a treat to use.  Thank
you Peter.
An awful lot of work goes on
behind the scenes to keep our
club operating successfully,  a
lot of which is carried by a
band of unsung  heroes.  If we
all do our bit looking after the
club and its equipment we will
all benefit and have a club to
be proud of for many years to
come.

On behalf of the clubs commit-
tee and those members who could not take part in the make and mend
day, again I say thank you. Have a good and safe boating season.

Ps. Some person or persons unknown stole most of the rubbish includ-
ing the old plastic chairs we left out side the club for disposal. It's a nice

thought to think that our discarded chairs and other detritus might be gracing one of our neighbours mansions on the
peninsular.

Andy Page  Vice Commodore

Make & Mend cont.

Fred before he
submerged



BEATING OF THE SEA BOUNDS POOLE HARBOUR
The Winchelsea Certificate.1364

On Sunday 14th May 2017, the Mayor of Poole Councillor Mrs Xena Dion, in her capacity as Admiral of the
Port, led the ceremony of the “Beating of the Sea Bounds” in Poole Harbour. To understand the reason for
this event you have to go back to 1364 when a bitter dispute over the rights to collect taxes between Wareham
and Poole.  As there had been violent episodes between the two Towns over this matter, to settle matters
King Edward 3rd requested Winchelsea to adjudicate. Winchelsea at this time was a very important Port in
the Cinque Port Confederation. Poole it was decided had the better right and the Certificate (or Charter) was
issued in 1364. This made Poole, as it was able to collect customs duty from ships trading through the Harbour.

The original document can be seen in Dorset Record Office and defines the jurisdiction of the Poole of Port,
this is marked out by Boundary Posts. Wareham, annoyed by the decision was known to remove the boundary
markers, particularly the one at Redcliffe Attwell. That vanished and was rediscovered in the 1960s is in a
Wareham Stone Mason’s yard. This is why the Beating of the Sea Bounds is carried out to ensure the Stones
are still there, and that there has been no encroachment on our area of jurisdiction.

The ceremony started at the Old Custom's House where the Jurymen were sworn in holding a Bible in their
hand, and a  Foreman was appointed from their ranks. The Mayor then read out the “Presentment” to the
Jury which stated the duties expected from them. The first “Pins and Points” ceremony then took place, this
is where a girl is pricked on the hand by a pin and the boy is beaten on his backside so that both remember
the boundaries of Poole. Nowadays this is  done symbolically. The Admiral of the Port also read out the words
of the Winchelsea Certificate, and this was done at all the locations visited.

The two Barges of the cermony then cruised to Brownsea island, this time the Purbeck District Council
Representative and the Mayor of Wareham left the Admiral's Barge first, as Brownsea island is under control
of the Purbeck DC. Challenges and reassurance were then sought by our Mayor that the guns on the Island
were not trained at Poole Ships. It  has happened in the past where the Castle guns did fire, and killed, two
crew members of a Poole Ship !

This year the launching of the 42 gallon Humber Barrel was carried out by Andy and John who then had to
tow it a distance away from the Admiral's Barge  to show how it was once done, watching it until it went out
of sight, roughly three miles.  Poole could claim jurisdiction out to sea from the Harbour Mouth. On this occasion
It had to be towed out as the tide was coming in ! Around this time the Pirates of Poole menaced the Admiral's
Barge , but not boarding on this occasion  due to Health and Safety concerns, it was certainly done in the
2012. I should mention that in days gone by, during the cruise back some Pirates already aboard the Barge
posing as innocent sea men tried to take over the vessel, but were overpowered by the Jurymen after a fight.
The Leader of the Pirates,  because he refused to surrender ,was subsequently hanged at the Yard Arm of
the Purbeck Gem. (alright a mannikin was hung) The remaining Pirates were then tied up and taken ashore
to meet their fate. After judgment was given on them by the Admiral of the Port the Sheriff was ordered to
take them away pending their fate. In 2012 they walked the plank, but as you may guess, with H&S it was
considered this might be a bit dangerous!

It was good to have played a part in this re-enactment of the ceremony! Whether it happens again is debatable,
as only a Society, or Group, could take on the  amount of work required to bring the Event forward again, it
would be a great  pity if it was lost for future generations.
May I offer  my thanks and gratitude to those members of the North Haven Yacht Club who so generously
helped out with the various tasks required to allow this Event to take place. Special thanks to our Commodore
Barry Swaffield, who served with me on the Mayor's Working Party, and played a key role in obtaining the
objectives necessary to allow the Event to take place, couldn't have been done without him.
The Beating of the Sea Bounds ceremony has been taking place, from time to time, since 1609 and is still
worthy of continuing, as proved by this one held in May 2017, hopefully, may we look forward to many more.

Mike Cullen

(This is a much edited edition of Mike’s article, a full print out will be on the club’s notice board.)





Mike Cullen
makes it all
the way to the
top.

Well done
Mike for all
the effort you
put into
Beating the
Bounds
ceremony,
keeping it
alive for
another year.



Special note from Commodore
Barry Swaffield.
We are still waiting for a definitive answer from
Poole borough council regarding the car parking
for our members. We, the committee are far
from happy with the response received from
"our" council, and at present just under half of
the permits asked for have been offered. The
committee have been working very hard to try
and resolve this issue. The council have offered
business permits, and we are urgently seeking
clarification as to wether we can have a mixture
of business and non residents permits.
The committee is actively looking at other ways of
easing the parking charge situation, any
suggestions to the Commodore please.
Please remember that cars can be parked on the
peninsula between 1800hrs and 0800hrs free,
and during November, December and February,

and in the lay-by outside the shops after 1840hrs
till 0800 hrs.
Our taxi drivers are expected to report for duty
by 0800hrs, and run till 1800hrs, (tide and
weather permitting). I would ask for patience and
understanding if a duty driver has to leave early
to make the  journey home, (some are relying on
public transport). Taxi drivers are requested to
put tide times and estimated finish time on the
white board.
Please watch your emails for impending news
regarding the parking situation.

Finally can I remind all
members for their own safety,
and the safety of others, to
please wear a lifejacket or
buoyancy aid whilst out on the
water, and make it good
practice to wear one using club
tenders and the taxi.



Recently a 72 year old fisherman was sitting
peacefully on his Esky (chiller box) with a couple of
hand-lines over the edge, with presumably a
chilled bottle to hand, when a 2.7metre long great
white shark leapt
into his boat.  After
standing on the

gunwale with a bleeding arm for a while he was
rescued and the boat towed back. No-one was keen on
operating the wheel and throttle, as the shark had
part of the seat in its mouth.  I think the rope on top
of the shark is just the anchor line they used to tow
the boat back and it was tossed into the boat when
they landed.
Question for the fishermen - would this count as a
catch in a competition?

David Whitten NSW

From David Whitten

Fishy tales
Well actually, rather like too many other things fishing has been disrupted by the
terrible weather we have had. The Boat competition on the 27th. May did take
place, thirteen hardy souls set off in six boats into what was a rather lumpy sea.
Some headed for Poole Patch while others headed for the Old Harry/Ballards
Down area. I for one headed in with a crew member who was distinctly glad to get
back to terra firma. The Ballards Down lot struggled with large amounts of weed.
(Maybe a vegetarian seafood comp next time?)  Gordon Roberts and grandson
Simon headed inshore and obviously made the right choice as Simon won.

1st. Simon Roberts, 2nd. Tony Atfield, 3rd. Gordon Roberts, 4th. Colin Francis, 5th.
Paul Webb.  Paul also won the draw for the tackle voucher. Raffle tickets for the
‘Super Draw’ are on sale at every competition.



I was saddened to hear of the death of Jon
Howe, a respected honorary member of our
Club. Jon was a solicitor and has acted as
legal advisor to our Club, for over forty years.

       Back in 1975, the North Haven Lake Boat
Owners Association, ( the original name of
our club), successfully obtained permission
to erect ‘changing rooms and stores’ on the
site of our pier, at North Haven Lake, Sand-
banks. With very limited funds, our artisan
Club had managed to achieve an almost un-
imaginable goal, with little professional as-
sistance. I remember the Hon Sec. informing
the committee, ‘ that to move forward, the
Association would require professional  legal
advice in order to undertake the project
ahead’...

      Fortunately,  a self employed committee
member, Roy Cutler, was able to recom-
mend  a young partner in a well respected
firm of local  solicitors. Roy enthused that the
lad not only had a sense of humour but was
a sailing man!. This lad was Jonathan Howe.

     Jon agreed to act for our club, and under-
took the legal work associated with the erec-
tion of the new clubhouse, and further
advised us on the implementation of a mem-
ber debenture scheme, to help finance the
project..

I remember Jon’s wry smiles when our en-
thusiastic committee quoted lead times and
targets, and strangely I always found his dry
sense of humour reassuring.

  During a severe storm In 1985, a club mem-
bers boat parted it’s moorings and demol-
ished Lilliput Yacht Station’s (Pizey’s) pier, at
the bottom of Evening Hill . The member
whose boat had caused the damage had
ticked the box on his membership form to

the effect that his vessel was insured to the
PHC requirement, but in fact the vessel was
uninsured. The pier insurers sued the NHL-
BOA for negligence in not verifying the valid-
ity of the members insurance document. To
make matters worse the boating magazine
Popular Boat Owner savaged our Associaton
for being ‘unprofessional’ ie we were not a
Yacht Club..

         Much to the club’s relief, Jonathon and
the PYA defended the club’s position, that we
could not be expected to authenticate the
validity of individual insurance documents.
We took the necessary step of withdrawing
the offending boat owner’s membership,
and the matter was fortunately resolved.

Over the intervening years Jonathan has
been instrumental in the purchase of the
seabed, adjacent to our club, replacement of
the old clubhouse and formal and informal
legal advice and services. . .  .

      Illustrating Jon’s humour. The Associa-
tion’s Committee redrafted the original con-
stitution in 1985. We worded the rule book in
what sounded  to us amateurs, as legal
phrasing. Jon commented that “sounds as
though you chaps have been reading the
jargon in the Inland Revenue tax return
notes,.remember the saying, you amateur
rule writers, Rules are for the guidance of
wise men and the obedience of fools. The
amended rules were returned condensed  to
about half our original draft !

Our club owes a huge dept of gratitude to
Jonathan. He will be sorely missed and a
difficult act to follow.

Don. Small.           .

Jonathon Howe


