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North Haven Yacht Club

Newsletter
June 2019

Saturday 8th June 2019

It was a lovely sunny evening for the BBQ and
everyone enjoyed the views from NHYC,
including a stunning sunset and a firework
display off Poole Quay at 9.45pm.

Many thanks to all the volunteer members
who helped prepare the buffet, set the tables,
cook the food, clear up and wash up, and sell
raffle tickets.  Also very many thanks for all the

raffle prizes given and to the members who brought the amazing desserts.
The raffle raised £134.50 for this year’s charity, Friends of Dolphin.

At 8.30pm Just Jeff started playing a
selection of popular songs from the
60s, 70s and 80s.  He certainly chose
the right songs and everyone joined in
with singing along, dancing and lots of
hand jiving!

This was a very enjoyable relaxing
evening for all and the music was at
just the right volume, so the chatting
and laughter continued to the end.
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Wind Rose’s big adventure of the 2019 season was to take her
owners, Peter and Paul and friend Mick, to Cherbourg, the longest
and only “blue water” trip that Peter and Paul had ever made.

We planned carefully, did the Westerly Owners cross-Channel
planning course, had the engine serviced.  I did passage planning,
Paul did weather and Mick was QM.

Our plan was a very early start on Monday 10 June, aiming for an
average speed of 5mph over the 64 miles, wind and sail, to get us
there by 19.00 BST (20.00 French) allowing for slippage.  With fair
weather we then planned on the Wednesday 12 June to go east to
St Vaast and return home from there on Thursday 13th, or west to
Alderney, depending on wind direction.

There was forecast to be not enough water under us on our
mooring M6 to get away at our planned 05.00 start time.
Dave Segal, mooring officer, offered us a deep water mooring but
we then faced the problem of coping with Wind Rose's very limited
ablutions, by having to row there and back to the clubhouse
before we set off.  So we moved Wind Rose to Salterns marina to
overnight on Sunday, and set off from there.

Up until two days before departure the forecasts looked good: NE F3-4 on Monday 10 June and SW on Wed and
Thurs, 12 and 13; ideal!  In the event, we had almost no wind at all on Monday 10th so had to motor all the way
and had possibly the best of all passages - uneventful.  We saw very few other small boats and not many large
vessels.

Chantereyne Marina in Cherbourg was very big, very well provided with all facilities, bar/restaurant, and as
friendly and informal as Tom Cunliffe noted in his Channel Pilot.  We took all the recommended documents,
passports, personal and boat insurance, proof of boat ownership, all relevant certificates, and last year’s fuel
receipts.  None were asked for: “Non, merci”, they said at the marina office.

Meanwhile, the forecasts worsened with F5+ NE now forecast until early afternoon on Wednesday 12th, and a
really unpleasant day forecast for Thursday 13th.  So we abandoned plans to extend our trip and set off back on
Wednesday 12th, about 8.00am so as to have the latter half of the trip in reduced winds.

The first 3-4 hours of the way back were difficult, F4-5 N and NE with wind on the nose and a lumpy sea; but this
lessened to flat calm for the last 3-4 hours as we approached the Dorset coast.  We could see the loom of the
Purbecks, covered in lowering black cloud, from 20 miles out, then we were chased into Poole harbour by the
Barfleur.  Engine all the way, again, and 12 hours door to door.

But, apart from wind and weather, everything worked: voyage planning, passage planning and navigation, and
we were ready to change plans in response to changing weather.  On both legs, steering to a bearing, as near as
we could, and allowing for tidal stream, meant that we drifted about two miles off course, and ended up about
two miles uptide of our arrival waypoints; as planned. We were surprised at how few small boats we saw, only a
handful both ways. Chantereyne marina was welcoming, with 200 visitor berths, many of them British, and less
than half the price of marinas near us in the Solent area.  We recommend it.  A very rewarding and adventurous
trip for the three of us: well done Wind Rose!

Peter Mooney

Wind Rose in Cherbourg, proudly
flying her French courtesy flag
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Poole Sailability visited our club on Sunday 23rd June.
Four Hawk 20s came over from Rockley along with their
safety boat.  They stopped for a short while enjoying their
picnic lunch and some warm hospitality from our members.

Two boats rafted alongside our jetty, and the taxi ferried
sailors back to two boats left on the swinging moorings.
Poole Sailability was last year's charity, and NHYC will be
presenting the cheque to them on July 28th, when they sail
over again.

A big thank you to our wonderful club members for making their visit so enjoyable.

Kind regards,
Barry Swaffield

Sailability visits NHYC
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Kids Club has a new name: ‘Toppers’!

We felt that having ‘kids’ in the title might
put off some of our older young
members and so Toppers is born.

We’ve had a great start to the season with some keen young-
sters ready to take on the Toppers and get out on the  water.
Kenny McGouran has kindly offered his services on a Friday
evening to help train them up so that if they want to, they are
well equipped to take on their RYA certificates. Paul Dean is
also negotiating a potential deal for a group of kids to take
their RYA 1 and 2 certificates. Watch this space and the club Facebook page for updates.
Thanks to both Kenny and Paul.

We have had a great turnout since the start of the summer
season, as the weather is warming up it would be great to see
more young members join in the fun on a Friday.  We have
toppers, dinghies, kayaks, paddle
boards and surfboards to
try out.  If we have no water we walk
over to the beach and play volleyball,
football, play in the park or take a dip.
It’s an ideal opportunity to give
activities a go in a fun, relaxed
atmosphere and make new friends at
the same time.  So bring your children
or grandchildren to join in the fun,
£1.50 per session includes a squash
and a hot dog.

Toppers
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Brian Manning had a busy day with the water taxi on
22 June 2019.  He took the handsome sum of £28.40
and has set a challenge to see who can better this.

Let me know how you get on with water taxi duty -
you can either post on the Facebook page or email me
newsletter@nhyc.org.uk .

The Commodore raised the Union Jack to mark D-Day
and just in time as the military helicopters came to check
shortly after.

Gerry Barnard

mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk
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Art Group
Our June meeting of the Art Group took place in
early July, after I’d carelessly double-booked myself!
The time whizzed by as we concentrated on our work.
We had a go at portraits, though I’m afraid I wasn’t quite
brave enough to do a proper portrait, but I did do a little
study of Don Small counting up the crabs at last year’s
Kids’ Club regatta.  Thanks to everyone who joined me!

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 24th July at 7pm in the clubhouse, when we will be
having a go at pen drawing - any subject.  All club members welcome, whatever their age,
experience or ability!
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The late May bank holiday weekend
saw the 2019 Hobie Nationals take
place at Poole Yacht Club.  Captain
EBay's pre-race shoreline inspection
revealed a wide range of vessels
which perhaps might actually have
accommodated a retro eighties anti-
fouled addition.  The state of the art
sail batten tiller extension of one
entry certainly shone a favourable
light on the NHYC hobie fleet kit.

We took Aristocat for a spin to check out the racing at
the western side of the Island on a blustery day 1 of
the action.  There were a few curious glances and
head scratching clipboard inspections from the race
marshall as a potential line entry approached before
tacking to leave a respectable distance to observe the
fleet powering up as they converged upon the start
line.  Within little more than a few hundred metres of
the start, however, the fleet spread out with twin
trapezing action at the front, and rather less gravity
defying efforts towards the tail.  First impressions
were that a wide range of cats and abilities were
accommodated.  We carried on around Brownsea
leaving the fleet to battle it out amongst themselves.
Full details of the event can be found here
http://nationals.hobiecatcentre.co.uk/results/
Next year’s Nationals will again be held at Poole
Yacht club, 8th-10th May 2020 …

Having resolved Mad Catter’s pylon issue with a liberal dose of liquid metal resin, the Admiral
was relieved to be able to launch her in early June.  A maiden outing with Aristocat and Catnip
was slightly delayed however by the Admiral’s ‘can you spot the deliberate mistake’ moment
of initially fitting MC’s rudders back to front.  Cuban Heels would have been proud of that …

Herding Cats
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A slight shuffling of moorings west of the
clubhouse saw Aristocat relocated closer
to Rick Steins so that Rick can continue to
capture those Hobie sunsets.  Expanding
upon Einstein’s theory in relation to
quantum mechanics, (they do say fish is
food for the brain), Rick has even
managed to provide photographic “wish
you were here” evidence that on occasion
Aristocat can indeed be simultaneously in
two places at once.

Aristocat has managed a number of outings so far, ranging from a
light breeze to 20 knot+ gusts, and on the way developed a couple
of slightly annoying habits.  One is the main halyard lug popping
out of the slot it sits in atop the mast, causing the main to drop a
few inches down the track where it is held in place only by the
cleated halyard at the foot of the mast.  Not ideal.  The other is
the mast failing to rotate in the tack, or neglecting to rotate
initially and effectively de-powering the main.  Pausing for
thought, rotation completion is subsequently signalled by an
unexpected clang as it then whips round to a juddering stop.
This quirk, which elicits no small degree of alarm, may have been unwittingly influenced by a
slight oversight on my part in failing to tension up the battens post-winter storage.  Batten
tension has now been remedied, and it remains to be seen if this rectifies the issue.  On the
down side, the raising of the main, a surprisingly painless task so far this season compared to
the sinew straining efforts of last, may also be influenced by this increased tension.
Smug assertions of silicon main slot lubrication easing this manoeuvre may yet prove
premature … The cause of the lug popping remains, annoyingly, as yet to be determined …

On one particularly blustery afternoon when my crew seemed less than enamoured with grey
foreboding skies, almost a year to the day of our Father’s day blast, I elected to take the
Admiral up on his offer of a spin on MC …

We accompanied Cuban Heels, gamely sailing Concrete Boots single-handed under main only
down the north side of the Island, tacking back and forth in choppy conditions beyond
Pottery Pier, before ducking between the islands to have some fun on the south side.
At this point, Cuban Heels, having struggled to keep up, due in part it later transpired to
suffering yet another rudder issue, elected to limp back to the club for repairs.
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This left us to crank up MC to clock a top speed of 32.2kph on the west side of the Island.
One particularly expletive peppered reach with the Admiral hanging out on the trapeze,
edging further and further aft, a gust picked up the windward hull, threatening to dip the
float in the brine.  With main firmly clamped in the jammer, and weight aft my decision to
push MC to wind to kill the power inevitably resulted in a lurching bows skyward wheelie.

The Admiral, loudly exulted, “Sweet JC…” before
scrambling back in, allowing the bows to come
crashing back down to the horizontal.  In that
moment we were both reduced to the kind of
tear-streaming laughter of the sort only released
when reflecting upon the absurdity of an
adrenalin-filled impending disaster which, at the
last second, has somehow been miraculously
avoided.

And that is why we sail cats … Perhaps emboldened
by our fortune, the Admiral then suggested we might
dare to pop out of the harbour.  After all, it was pretty
close by, and what was the worst that could happen?
We ducked behind the ferry as it left Sandbanks, and
overhauling the leader of the Merlin Rocket fleet
raced out through the harbour entrance to head up
the Swash in building seas.

It wasn’t long before I suggested it might be wise
to tack round and head back in.  Easier said than
done.  Four times the waves beat back the
Admiral’s attempted tacks, and as we
approached Hook Sands, we were forced to
consider a gybe.  Ignoring my nickname, partly
earned pitch-poling The Kid near to the very
same landmark we were rapidly approaching, the
Admiral suggested I might best take the helm for
the manoeuvre.  Buckle up!

Having advised the admiral to loosen the
gib sheet, get his weight central, keep low and
hang on, I released a couple of feet in the
main sheet and pulled the tiller in.  Turning
away from the wind, bows pointing down the
face of a wave, we picked up and accelerated
through the gybe,  As the boom swung across,
and the port hull was lifted by the waves
rolling in across our aft quarter, with weight
up on to the windward side to counter,
I released the main sheet to ease the pressure
on the starboard hull.  We stayed upright.
Enough excitement for one day.
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The evening of the last cruiser race, the Editor and myself headed over the BIC to see Foals
perform (highly recommended).

Meanwhile, the Admiral accompanied by Captain EBay on Mad Catter headed out with the
mono hulls in challenging conditions.
Fortunately, no capsizes were reported, but not content
with staying dry, Big Tim proved it’s still possible to take
a dip in the brine even when you leave the cat on its
mooring.  Tying up the Beneteau in the marina after
the event, a miscommunication resulted in an
impromptu swallow dive off the jetty, complete with
mobile phone and car keys.  Ouch!
Should stick to Dart sailing – it’s drier …

Other cat news
We still await the launch of the Fry’s
Hobie 16.

Cat down - sad to hear that after the loss
of The Kid from the fleet, Southpark is
putting his Dart up for sale too :(

And finally, blasted barnacles - Catnip’s,
sleek, low anti-foul line may actually be a
little too low …
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Commodore’s news
Don Small, a founding and well respected member of North Haven Yacht Club,
passed away recently.  His funeral is on Friday 5th July.  Details have already
been sent on email.  If you you need more information please contact the
club’s Secretary.

His tenacity, hard work and dedication over fifty five years, along with many
others, made our club what it is today and that we should be proud of.

We are holding his wake as a tribute to his life in the club on the afternoon of
the 5th July at 3.30pm - all are welcome.  Don played a major part in the
formation of the club from its start in 1965, to secretary, organising and
running crabbing competitions, and much more.  If you have any stories

or tales - and I am sure there are many - that you could share about Don, share them as a tribute on
the 5th.   He will be be greatly missed by many, but never forgotten by us all.  Thank you, Don.

On a lighter note.  Don't forget the joint Toppers and Chernobyl regatta on Saturday the 20th July.
This will take place whatever the weather.  A great day for all, and there will be plenty to entertain
everyone.  We have Buttons the Clown, back by popular request, to entertain us all on the day and I
have to say, after seeing him last year, I can't wait!  He is brilliant.  There will be all sorts of activities:
kayaking/ paddle boarding/ motor boat rides/  greasy pole and much more.

There will be a BBQ with burgers and sausages in a roll, and buffet at lunch
time cooked on our new griddle BBQs.

Malcolm Acreman from the
RLSS and Don Small both
played an important part in
the regattas, but sadly they
have both passed away and
will be missed by us all.
The RLSS in true tradition will
offer their help this year in

assuring that our guests from the Chernobyl Children's Life Line will enjoy
the day.  With the threat of the cancelling the popular crabbing competition looming, Martin Small,
Don's son and apprentice, has stepped into the breach and will continue the club’s tradition.

Poole Sailability (our nominated charity last year), and the friends of Dolphin (this year’s charity)
both have been invited to a BBQ lunch and cheque presentation to Sailability on the 20th July.  Again
this will be a great day for all, and a chance to see modified Hawk 20s used by Sailability’s sailors.

Keep an eye on the Facebook page, your email inbox, club website calendar and notice boards for
planned events this Summer.

Be safe and enjoy the summer.

Andy Page,
Commodore
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Thank you! A BIG thank you to everyone who has sent stories and photos for
this month’s newsletter!

Our members make our newsletter … if you would like to contribute to the club
newsletter, please email your news, stories or photos to me, Anna Harris:
newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

Final word …

Saturday 6th July - Boat Treasure Hunt
       9:30am registration

Saturday 20th July - Toppers and Chernobyl Children's
Life Line combined Regatta.  A fun-packed day including
water sports, boat rides, crabbing, greasy pole and
entertainment by Buttons the Clown.

Sunday 28th July - Presentation of the cheque to
Sailability, NHYC’S charity 2018/19 and BBQ - 12 noon.

Please note there will be no Toppers on Friday 5th

July, otherwise it’s Toppers every Friday 6-8pm

More information about events will be circulated by
email and on Facebook.

mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk
mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

