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North Haven Yacht Club

Newsletter
March 2019

Haven Art 2019
For the weekend of 9-10th March the clubhouse was transformed into a
spectacular Art Exhibition!  Fifteen of the club’s very talented artists put on
an amazing display of artwork.  There was painting, drawing, photography,
glassware and textiles.  A really varied mix of media and styles that when
displayed together made a stunning collection.

Peter Edgington  Jacky Hardy    Anna Harris
 Mark Harris    Dawn Hudson   Caroline Marks
 Moira McGrath  Julie Redwood   Marisa Robertson

      Caroline Slark   Gordon Sutterby  Jayne Swaffield
                              Jean Swaffield   Andy Warr    Holly Williams

We had nearly 200 visitors to the
exhibition over the weekend - a
mixture of club members, members
of other sailing clubs and members
of the public that had been tempted
along by the exhibition publicity,
passers by, and of course Barry’s
extended family!

Thank you though to Barry and Violet, who worked all weekend
in the kitchen from early in the morning, providing some really
delicious bacon rolls for all the visitors, as well as serving a
fantastic array of homemade cakes that our members had
kindly volunteered to make.  Very many thanks to all the
fabulous bakers!
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In order to make sure the exhibits were kept safe overnight,
we had some brave night watch volunteers: Neil Gauntlet
stayed at the club on Friday night until Barry arrived
Saturday morning; Saturday early evening was covered by
Charles Nettleton, followed by David Ginn and Dave Harvey,
along with trusty "guard" dog Cil.  The Saturday night in
particular proved interesting due to the very windy conditions.
Thank you to you all - very much appreciated!

Although we were lucky to have dry weather all weekend,
the incredibly strong westerly wind on the Sunday proved a bit
of a challenge for visitors to the exhibition, as they had to run
the gauntlet of the large waves that were breaking over the
pavement and the walkway into the club.  Unfortunately, not
everyone made it through without getting wet!

A really big thank you to everyone who helped out with the
exhibition and to the exhibitors who took part.  Some of the
work was for sale and a number of items were sold and some
commissions taken.  The exhibition was a fantastic
opportunity for people who do not usually visit the club to
have a look around inside - they were all really impressed!
There was a real buzz during the exhibition - it was an
amazing atmosphere, even prompting some of the visitors to
enquire about membership!

Here are just some of the comments from the
visitors:
“Very enjoyable and well organised”
“Fantastic work”
“Really excellent show of talent that we have at NHYC”
“A lovely exhibition, some very talented individuals.
Great setting too.  Well done :)”
“A pleasure to view such lovely work.  Talented artists of
so many different genres.  Thank you”
“A lovely atmosphere in the room, lots of chat and
fantastic art.  Well done all!”
“What a lovely curation, thank you and well done!”
“What a way to spend a Sunday morning at your art exhibition.  The wind howling, waves
crashing and most importantly, the fantastic Art!”
“Thank you for sharing your talented membership’s pictures with us.  We will return!”
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I was really overwhelmed by the support from club members and the way that ‘crew’
North Haven all worked together to help make this event the success that it was.   And I hope
I’ve remembered to thank everyone - there were so many of you!!

It was so successful, in fact, that I am sure we will be doing it again.  So, if you think you would
like to take part next time, best to get making now so that you’re ready for when our next
exhibition comes around!

Best wishes,
Anna Harris
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Presentation Evening for the fishing section, was held at the club on Tuesday 19 March.

We were pleased to welcome Gill Tripp, NHYC President, to present the awards to the
winning anglers.

Overall winner for the
boat league and top man
Colin Francis

Runner up boat league
Tony Attfield

Ladies winner
Bobi Francis

Youth winner Denny
Renyard  - this is his dad,
by the way!

Angler to record the most
species, Nick Bainton
with 10 different species

Top guest Nick Diffy
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Here’s to another successful year on the
water fishing!  Every member of NHYC is a
member of the fishing section - make a note
of the dates and come and join us.

Tight lines

Colin and Bobi

Flounder competition winner
Pete Russell

We had a fun, cryptic fish
identification quiz, which was received
with great enthusiasm. The top team
with an amazing 27 out of 30 points
were the two Nicks.

It was good to see Gill, a non angler,
answering some of the questions, she now
knows a lot of fish names.

A vast array of trophies …
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NHYC boat competition
dates 2019

Saturday 28 April 9am-2pm

Saturday 19 May 8am-2pm

Sunday 2 June 8am-2pm

Saturday 20 July 9am-3pm

Sunday 4 August 9am-2pm

Sunday 1 September 8am-2pm

Booking in 30 minutes before start time in club
house

You must be back on your mooring by finish time
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The Black Tie dinner was enjoyed by around 50
members and guests.  Gill Tripp organised the
setting up of the room and tables, and it
looked fantastic!

Sue Norman spent all day in the kitchen
preparing and cooking,  along with myself and
a willing band of helpers.  Bridget Lowe, Kenny
and Maria McGouran, Rozanne Parsons, Steve
Brimble and Gay Kempton.

The bar was operated by Ian Bragg and
David Ginn.  My grandaughter Violet and her
friend Jess helped, and we were still there at
0145 cleaning up, running on adrenaline!

The band were on top form, with guests
dancing everywhere.  I'm sure the club has
probably sunk an inch or two!

Our Commodore Andy Page donned a pair
of waders (over the top of his best bib
and tucker), to deal with a blocked drain.
This caused a crisis in the kitchen just as
service was due to start!

A great deal of effort was put into
this event, as with all of our socials, so
please feel free to come along to one and
enjoy a great evening with good company!

Kind regards,
Barry

Social Secretary
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We had a very informative talk from Richard
Bowers of Moatt sails, Portland.

It was well attended, over 20 club members
from NHYC, and a couple of visitors from
East Dorset, enjoyed a very informative talk
and demonstration on sail maintenance,
trimming and sail making.

It was all hands on deck with the audience
participating in sail making, and a very good
practical demonstration showing the effect of
wind passing over a sail.

Richard made full use of the new screen with
a digital projector showing many images,
driving home points made with his narrative.

We will ask him back to the club on a
future occasion, and perhaps we will see
more novice sailors and our Cat sailors,
it really was beneficial to all.

There was no charge to the club, a donation
was asked for to support  a charity supported
by Moatt sails.

Kind regards,
Barry

Moatt Sails
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March and more breakfast feasting!  Many thanks to all the
volunteers for their hard work cooking all those breakfasts!
As you can see, mine didn’t last long, but it was delicious!

Big Breakfast

Art Group
Due to various reasons we had a very small turnout at our
March Art Group meeting - just the two of us!  But our
theme this month wasn’t solitude, it was ‘boats’, and we
both had a go at using acrylics!  I was pleasantly surprised
by effort of our Hobie Cat, Aristocat.

Now that we’re into British summer time, an evening of
painting or drawing at the clubhouse is a really relaxing
and lovely way to spend a few hours.  Do come along and
try it out.  It would be great to get a few more members
involved on a regular basis.

If you’re not sure what you’re doing, then we’re happy to
share tips and give advice.

We’re next meeting on Wednesday 24th April when our
theme will be ‘watercolour landscapes’.  I’ll be offering
a little workshop,
to help get anyone
started if they
feel they could do
with a little
encouragement or
guidance.

Best wishes,

Anna Harris
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Back in October, after Aristocat’s dismantling, the sails, beams, trampoline sheets and
mast float accompanied me to Parkstone where they would shelter through the winter
in the relative comfort of the garage.  It would take early spring sunshine to curtail
their hibernation.

The mast and the twin hulls meanwhile were left behind on the
peninsula.  Pressure washed, the hulls were snuggly stacked away,
whilst the mast was strung from the ceiling above, and there in the
Sandbanks boat yard they have remained.

Leaves turned through red to gold before loosening their grasp,
and drifting to the floor.  Wind, rain, hail and even snow buffeted,
soaked and carpeted over the decaying leaves, and all the while,
behind the gates, patiently they waited.

March offers sunshine and showers, but as the month wore on,
blue skies began to gain sufficient ascendancy to remove the
excuse of prolonging absence.  Time to take a trip to El former
Presidente’s Sandbanks boat yard.

Perched between two work benches, closer inspection of
Aristocat’s tender fibreglass underside revealed some
serious cracks.  Ugly gouges sliced through the sacrificial
Gelcoat strip and well beyond.  Far from her prime, the years,
tides, not to mention the Brownsea pottery that carpets the
camp site landing zone, have all taken their toll.  Time for a little
more wet and dry before attempting the impossible restoration
of smooth flawless curves.  A solitary tin of Gelcoat would
not suffice …

Herding Cats
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Back in Parkstone, Cuban Heels dropped by with the freshly
reupholstered side beams –  a sofa-like ride this season is
keenly anticipated.

Meanwhile, up on the Heath,
the Admiral’s candle-blown
birthday wish was fulfilled but a
day later, as two pristine tramps
duly arrived.  Even better, the
ominously foreboding official
envelope that had delayed
delivery, demanded a mere £36
in import duty – result!

So just the Gelcoat, sanding, antifouling, trapeze wire replacement and reassembly.
Then of course the launch, after which there’s the worrying port side leak to consider.
Fingers crossed, but the two new bungs will unlikely stem the flow …

Other Cat News
The “Kid” has been launched, though sadly she is not to be found
nestled alongside the clubhouse.  Her maiden 2019 voyage is upon
the choppy waters of the Bay of E.
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Hobie-
Cat/133007225525?hash=item1ef7d932b5:g:5sYAAOSwrL9cn0xe

Cuban Heels has strayed somewhat from the path of enlightment
and added an Evolution 22 to his Armada ...

Hobie 16 Nationals are to be held at Poole Yacht Club this year
http://nationals.hobiecatcentre.co.uk/

Unfortunately, there is no classic section …
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Commodore’s news
Spring is in the air and a new boating season is starting.

The moorings team has been busy servicing the mooring chains that keep
our boats secure.  Please check your top chains when you moor your
boats.  If in any doubt contact the Mooring Officer.  Make sure that your
Harbour Dues disc is displayed along with your mooring number on
the stern.  Check that your boat is insured for at least third party cover.
Security mark all valuables and equipment on board, including engines.
For more information contact the office.

As more boats appear out on the moorings so will the thieves.  Report anything suspicious to
the Police on 101.  Give details and location.  North Haven will be more active this season
with Poole Harbour Watch (PHW).  If you have a motor boat and would like to take part in
security patrols, please contact the office for details.

We have a new camera that you can access though various devices, it will cover all of our
moorings and has a superb zoom lens.  Details to access again through the office.

Albatross, the water taxi, is now in the water and operational.  If any taxi drivers would like a
quick hands-on briefing, John Jones will be on duty Friday the 12th April.  Just call in if you
have any queries or concerns.

There is a new Rigiflex dingy on trial as a dedicated tender for the taxi.  It can be left on
the taxi mooring whilst the taxi is in operation.  Feedback on this trial would be
greatly appreciated.

There will be several projects throughout the spring to repair and tidy around the jetty and
club room.  Keep a watch on Dutyman and help if you can.  The club room has been
redecorated and will shortly be displaying paintings and drawings to add a bit of colour by
courtesy of the club’s Art Group.

The adults’ dingy training sessions have started.  Tony McGrath and his team will keep you
posted on times and dates.  Dave Hipkiss has posted the dates for racing for the season,
if you would like to take part in cruiser or dingy racing, contact Dave Hipkiss on 07771605030.
We will have eight Hobie Cat and Dart catamarans on club moorings this year.  It will be great
to see them out displaying their colourful sails.
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Barry Swaffield and his team are organising several social events throughout the season.
There is an events’ list on the website, and also a monthly notice on the boards in the the club
room and the changing rooms.  Support them if you can.  They are great fun and raise money
for our charity.

Colin and Bobi Francis have posted dates and information relating to the fishing section on
the notice board in the club room.  Be aware of the regulations regarding the taking of fish
for the pot - we do want any problems with SIFCA.  If you have a fishing boat join in,
you never know you may learn a few things!

The club has raised money for last season’s nominated charity  Poole Sailability, a worthy
charity that ensures disability is not a barrier to experiencing the joy of sailing, and a cheque
will be raised soon for presentation to the organisers.

This seasons charity is The Friends of Dolphin, a charity that enables people with disabilities
to access and enjoy the delights of Poole Harbour in a boat - something many of us take
for granted.  Check out their website.

And finally.  Be safe, enjoy your boating whether it be sailing or motoring.  If you have any
issues or problems please contact the office, or just put a note through the door.

Andy Page
Commodore

Saturday 13th April - Fitting Out Supper - 1900 hours
Monday 15th April - Ukulele group - 1900 hours
Monday 22nd April - Ukulele group - 1900 hours
Wednesday 24th April - Art Group - 1900 hours
Monday 29th April - Ukulele group - 1900 hours

Thank you! A BIG thank you to everyone who has sent stories and photos for
this month’s newsletter!

Our members make our newsletter … if you would like to contribute to the club
newsletter, please email your news, stories or photos to me, Anna Harris:
newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

Final word …

mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk
mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

