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Sunday 11th November

A big thank you to all those who supported our first
and very wonderful Remembrance Day Service.
Particular thanks go to Vice Commodore Andy Page
and his team Dave Segal, John Hainsworth and
David Butcher. The yacht club was packed with
every seat taken.  The displays, hymns, readings,
prayers and bugler shown on the large screen were
all excellent.  Thanks also to all those who kindly
made and donated cakes and biscuits. We raised an
amazing £181.00 for the Royal British Legion.

Armistice Day
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It was a very wet and windy evening for
the Laying Up Supper on Friday 9th

November, but 30 members braved the
elements and came to the supper.

Vice Commodore Andy Page was head
chef, assisted by the Commodore Barry
Swaffield and main dishwasher was
David Edwards, assisted by Peter
Edginton.  All four of them worked
very hard!

Many compliments were received
about how lovely the tables were set
and that the menu was delicious.

As always the desserts were amazing
from Rozanne, Gay, Christine and
Wendy - thank-you very much
once again!

My sincere thanks also go to the
volunteer helpers, Rozanne and Paul,
Christine, Violet, Rosemary, Alison,
Gay, Peter and David.  I couldn’t
manage without the excellent
volunteer helpers,  thank-you Gill.

Laying Up Supper
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Wednesday 7th November

Many thanks to Tony Hanson and his
granddaughter Eve who supplied the Giant Team
Scrabble Set and donated their fee to NHYC’S
charity, Poole Sailability.

Tony & Eve presided over the evening keeping all
the teams’ scores and making sure they were all
playing within the rules.  Each team was given a
name and ‘Rubies’ - the Commodore’s team - won.
They were presented with a tube of Smarties and a
mini bottle of wine.  This was a very enjoyable fun
evening which received many requests for another
one soon.  If any member would like to use Giant
Team Scrabble at another venue please contact
Tony via the club office: office@nhyc.org.uk

We had a modest turnout for the first proper meeting
of our Book Group.  Thank you to those who came
along and supported it!

It was a very relaxed evening chatting about
our read - The Underground Railroad by Colson
Whitehead.  It was a relentless, thought-provoking
story set in the 1800s in America during the time
of slavery.  But we all agreed it was a really
rewarding read and would definitely recommend it!

Our next read is The Wife Between Us by Greer Hendricks and
Sarah Pekkanen - “a  fiendishly clever thriller”.  So please join us on
Wednesday 5th December 7pm at the Clubhouse.

office@nhyc.org.uk 
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On November 5th about 40 members with friends and
family enjoyed the firework party.  To help with
refreshment requirements 14 members had signed the list
for a hot dog but 38 were cooked and eaten as well as some bacon sandwiches.
At 8pm we all went outside to watch the display off Poole Quay and all the
children had sparklers.  There was also a good display on Sandbanks beach so
the club was surrounded with fireworks which everyone enjoyed!

Firework Party

Another Big Breakfast
Yet again there was another
delicious Big Breakfast.
This time I ate mine up so
quickly I completely forgot
to take a photo of it - but I
can assure you it really was
very tasty!

Thank you to all the
wonderful volunteers who
work so hard on the busy
Big Breakfast mornings!
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Since 2009 the RYA has been issuing its monthly
newsletter ‘InBrief’.  Initially introduced to
provide readers with a round up of all the news
from across the RYA each month, with a
readership of 56,000; today it is the association’s
flagship newsletter read by over 100,000
members and non-members each month.

Each issue is a mix of latest news, top tips, videos, advice and offers, providing readers with a one
stop shop for all their boating news.  You’ll also find exclusive articles, competitions and launches.

InBrief is available for all club members to read, so here’s the link to the latest issue:

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-newsletters/inbrief/Pages/November-2018.aspx

RYA news

We had a quiet but fun evening at our
October meeting of the Art Group,
although it ended up being in
November to avoid Halloween!

It was open choice, with some
seasonal poppy drawing and a
stormy seascape.

There is no Art Group in December,
but we’ll let you know dates for
next year.

In the meantime, plans are taking
shape for an exhibition in the new
year - this will be open to all club
members, so if you have a piece of
artwork that you would like to have
displayed, please keep an eye out for
further information!

Art Group

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-newsletters/inbrief/Pages/November-2018.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-newsletters/inbrief/Pages/November-2018.aspx
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Autumn half term would provide the last
opportunity to take Aristocat out for a spin.
A blustery, biting northerly early in the
week, however, would test resolve that
winter gloves may well have served to
bolster … As it was, a couple of pulse-
quickening, main-dumping squalls as we
headed out past the shelter of Evening Hill,
coupled with fingerless-gloves-numbed
fingers and we soon elected to return to
the NHYC.

Opportunity would sadly prevent us taking advantage
of the best of the conditions that week, leaving the
final hoorah for a sunny Thursday afternoon.  With
O’Pair sitting forlornly on her mooring, mast on the
horizontal curtailing Southpark’s (Kenny) plans to join
us, and Captain EBay, having smugly stuck to the
original schedule to enjoy a reasonable breeze,
Aristocat and Mad Catter headed out for a
disappointing drifting season finale in the sunshine.

With the tide, like the wind, fast ebbing away,
we eventually opted to paddle back (Cats move
surprisingly well if you lean over the side and hand
propel yourself) and then drop our respective masts
at low water ready for a lift out the following morning.
Dropping the mast involves first and very importantly,
manoeuvring the Hobie to a location with plenty of
room behind.

Herding Cats

With two up, The Admiral and myself in this case, and with a stable, grounded platform (more about that
later), it is reasonably straightforward to unshackle the forestay and holding on to a length of rope attached
to said forestay, begin to lower the mast toward the stern.  The outstretched arms of The Admiral in this
case, standing on the trampoline can then take the weight of the mast as the angle of forestay purchase
decreases, allowing you both to then gently lower the mast the rest of the way.

Simple.

A third person would avoid the second having to step down from the trampoline whilst bearing the mast
weight, but if you take it steady, the manoeuvre can be successfully concluded with two.  The mast
coupling comprises essentially of a ball joint attached to the base of the mast which is seated in a concave
casting attached to the centre of the forward cross beam.  A slot at the rear of the casting provides the
pivot point which when raising, under tension works pretty well.
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Mast seat          Base of mast

The danger, particularly when lowering if you deviate from the centre line (the side stays help prevent this),
or release the forestay tension too quickly, is the mast popping free of the slot.  The issue is compounded
the moment you introduce an elevated pivot point i.e. your helper’s arms or shoulder as he takes the
weight of the mast. The sudden jolt as he steps off the trampoline can also add to the excitement.

A preventative measure would be to invest in a mast step link kit, though none of the NHYC Hobies seem
to employ this method – maybe next year …

In the unfortunate event of managing to wriggle free of the constraint of the slot, the effect of gravity on
your newly created reverse trebuchet, will catapult the lower section forward and skyward as the upper
mast section comes crashing to the ground.  Standing forward of the slot can potentially also place the
forestay lowerer directly in the teeth extracting zone.  El former Presidente once had a similar experience
gybing a spinnaker pole on a Mustang 30, or was it an Elan 333, but I digress …

As it happened, both Aristocat’s and Mad Catter’s mast lowering passed off relatively painlessly, with only
minor dramatics in the final descent as the forestay angle became too shallow for effective purchase.
Here, a third person would help…

Once down, unclipping the side stays and bungee cord which secures the opposite trapeze wires (two on
each side) beneath the frame, and the mast could then be lashed up ready for transportation.  Removing,
the rudders and sheets, and packing the sails away, left a couple of rather sad looking mast-less Hobies
sitting on their respective moorings.  The next morning, we would return to extract the Hobie fleet.
With Cuban Heels BMW 4x4 off the road, the Darts put their own lift out on hold, leaving The Admiral to
carry out the Hobie towing duties.

For the extraction, water is desired, since we float the cats over to the area east of the clubhouse behind
the bus stop, and one cat at a time, lift out, bows first, then on to the trailer.  Each in turn is then towed to
their respective winter berths.  The Kid, and Aristocat (courtesy of El former Presidente) had only a short
hop to endure to respective winter berths on opposite sides of the road in Sandbanks, with Catnip slightly
further afield in Lilliput before finally strapping Mad Catter on to the trailer for The Admiral to take home to
Canford Heath.
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With Paul “The Kid” Sepping having previously capsized The Kid to remove the gravitational effect, and,
single handedly dropped her mast, only Catnip remained with mast aloft.  Paul suggested capsizing Catnip,
but flushed with the success of the previous afternoon, I thought we might press on with the traditional
technique.  This was to prove a mistake.

A floating unstable platform is just that and will remain anything but
stationery.  Once the forestay tension is released, if not held in
place, the floating Hobie will not surprisingly shoot forward as the
mast pivots releasing the forestay tension and allowing the mast to
come crashing down.

Oops!

We had at least adhered to the first rule, and selected a spot free
from any targets to swat with the falling mast, and aside from the
dramatic timber crashing moment, no apparent damage was
fortunately sustained.

Lesson (hopefully) learned, I apologised for false bravado, and it
was agreed that perhaps under the circumstances, a capsize may
well have been the best option.  Either that, or positioning someone
on the clubhouse deck to lower the mast as the forestay is released
and the Hobie slowly moved forward, but hindsight is of course a
wonderful thing …

Further mishaps were fortunately avoided during the lift out, though
both The Admiral and myself viewed with dismay the significant
volume of water which emptied out of our respective port hulls with
bungs removed.  In Aristocat’s case, only a few weeks earlier, the
port hull was emptied suggesting a worrying leak.  Hopefully,
ageing bungs may prove the culprit …

Catnip, having previously been dry sailed, and arriving late in the
season sported a fair amount of foliage on her non-anti-fouled
underside, whilst The Kid, equally race prepared with no antifouling
wore her own grass skirt. No small amount of slime clung to the
anti-fouled Mad Catter or Aristocat for that matter.  Anti-foul paint is
not the agent orange, de-foliating stuff of yesteryear …

Once back in El former
Presidente’s yard, Aristocat
was dismantled, pressure
hosed down, and tucked
away for the winter.

An inspection of the rigging revealed that all four trapeze wires
showed some sign of wear, so probably require replacement.
Both the main and jib sheet tracks require re-riveting, with the main
track having been lashed in place for the latter part of the season
rendering it inoperable.  The neoprene padding on the port and
starboard beams require replacement, along with the bungs in
hope of reducing ingress.  The trampoline having been re-stitched
once too often had already been added to the expanding
Christmas list.  On the plus side, last year’s EBay purchase sails
are good for a few more seasons, but it will be a busy winter.

The subsequent Dart side lift out was carried out the following
week without a hitch, I am reliably informed…
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Our AGM will be with us on January 18th and there will be
a few committee vacancies.

I will not be standing again for the Commodore's post, but
will stand for a vacant committee post to take on
responsibility for the socials.

Geoff Murphy will not be standing again for the
treasurer’s position.

Peter Laird stands for election after being seconded
on to the committee last year.

Bryan Hardy stands for re-election after serving three years as club secretary.

All committee posts carry responsibilities for the smooth running of our
club, and any member wishing to take on these duties must fill in the
appropriate forms which will arrive with the AGM paperwork in late December,
and be prepared to be allocated responsibilities for club duties.

Full details of the changes will be posted to members so PLEASE read it carefully
and consider your choice for club member of the year.

Remember a lot of time and effort goes into the preparations for the AGM so
please support your yacht club.

I would also like to kindly remind members of a rule change made at the 2016
AGM regarding youngsters of members being able to join our club without
having to pay the Club development fee or joining fee.  As a CASC member,
(Sport England community amateur sports club), they must remain an active
sporting member of NHYC to allow our club to remain within the rules of a
CASC.  Please read the appropriate section in the NHYC rule book.

Kind regards,
Barry Swaffield

Commodore’s news
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Yet again, a BIG thank you to everyone who has sent stories and photos for
this month’s newsletter.

If you would like to contribute to the club newsletter and help get us all through
those dark winter months(!), please email your news, stories or photos to me:
newsletter@nhyc.org.uk Thank you!

Final word …

Wednesday 12th December 7.15pm  - Christmas Sing &
Festive Evening (poster on the notice board)

Sunday 16th December 4.00pm to 6.00pm - Children’s
Christmas Party (poster on the notice board)

Sunday 31st December - New Year’s Eve party for
members with friends and family, more information
to follow.

Flounder Fishing Competition dates:

Friday 21 December 2018
Friday 4 January 2019

Booking in at the club house from 6.30pm

FISHING 7.00pm-10.00pm weigh in closes 10.30pm

Venue- from NYHC Club House to East Dorset Club House

Entry fee £2.00  2 rods maximum 3 hooks between them

mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk
mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk
mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

