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So the moment we have all been waiting for is here!
From Monday 29th March we can get back to the club
and use our boats – cue collective sighs of relief and
rounds of applause.   We do however need to
continue to exercise caution and maintain social
distancing.

By way of reminder, from 29th  March:
● The exterior of the club will reopen subject to the

rule of six/two households;
● Members will only be able to use the toilets;
● No other club house facilities will be open at this

stage.
● From 1st April - Boats can be placed on moorings

to allow for recreational boating/sailing.

We’ll remind you of the other key dates in due course.

So what outings are you planning this year?  I for one cannot wait to have my first fishing expedition,
any suggestions for species to target or locations greatly received.  Next on my list will be an outing on
the Hobie Cat, fingers crossed for warm seas as there’s no staying dry on the Hobie!

We hope to have some social events at the club this year
(government guidance permitting),   I think it will feel
strange given the absence of any activity last year but it will
be great to have some social interaction and see some
friendly faces.

The committee and I look forward to seeing you at the club
and having a good old catch up. Take care of yourselves
and see you soon.

Chris Brooks,
Commodore
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So, as the weather improves, we begin to ease out of lockdown restrictions and have a
roadmap of dates to work towards, in terms of opening up the club, I’m pleased to report we
are finally able to start on some maintenance jobs!

Our previous Bosuns, Fred and Pete, are very much still a key part of this.  With only a short
amount of time to undertake the work they aim to have the taxi refurbished and back on the
water by 1st April, ready for the first member’s boats to be put on their moorings.  In case of
any snags, and possible delays in the work, the original two blue plastic tenders, after some
TLC will be ready for use.  They have been joined by an additional one purchased by the club,
as organised by Dave Segal.  In glorious Spring sunshine I prepped the other three tenders
and antifouled them, with a view to also having them back on the water and ready for use on
1st April.

Behind the scenes work is underway to replace and renew some of the club’s signage.
Namely those on the front gates - to provide a more welcoming feel to the entrance, create a
more aesthetically pleasing kerb appeal and hopefully with a view to attracting new
members.

Sally Sherrell,
Club Bosun

Bosun’s news
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The Tender Mooring Group are all
set to go, however, we have been
delayed due to Covid regulations.

We intend to start inspections and
any remedial work during the first
week of April.

Competitions are looking good to start in June as hoped.  Black Bream being
our main target.

The competitions will
be run on similar lines
as they were when
Colin and Bobby ran
them.

A good turn out would
be appreciated, any
new members would
be very welcome.

Information from
Tony Atfield on
07943377128.

Tender Moorings
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As we all know, nothing lasts forever.  Especially, if it has to withstand storm force winds,
overwhelming tides and continually buffeting waves - day in, day out, year in, year out.  Plus, it has to
be said, occasional battering by some members’ over-enthusiastic alongside manouevering!  While the
Clubhouse was rebuilt in 2008, the jetty remained the tangible link with our history.  It was here even
before the very first Clubhouse!  Those with a penchant for donning wellies and delving close to the
labyrinth of the wooden ties and struts of the structure will be
rewarded with a glimpse of the past.  And just to prove it, there’s
a plaque commemorating the year it was originally built – 1966, a
year after the Club was founded.

As one of the founder members, the late Don Small explained in
his ‘History of the Club’… ‘The construction of the landing stage or
pier, designed by Roy Cutler, commenced in late May and a contract
was let with Hatcher and Fulcher, Marine Constructors, to undertake
the pile driving.  Recovered telephone poles were used for piling, and
telephone pole arms for vertical support of the handrail.  Initially Hatcher and Fulcher provided staff for the
pile driving, but this proved expensive, as work could only be undertaken at low water.  Fortunately the
contractors allowed the Club to hire the pile driving equipment, and Club members, mainly Dick Rattue,
became the new operators.  The hire charges were £35 a week, but the Club funds were only £70* so the
equipment could only be hired for two weeks.  Pile driving was undertaken whenever tidal and weather

conditions allowed.  The pile driver consisted of an A-
frame about four metres high with a pulley at the top and
a motor with clutch and drum fixed at the bottom.   A
heavy block of steel formed the hammer and ran between
guides.  A hawser coiled around the drum ran over the
pulley and was secured to the hammer.  The A frame was
placed over the pile and power from the motor lifted the
hammer and, at the right moment, the operator would
release the clutch and the freefall hammer would hit the
pile - that was the theory!  On completion, the Mayor of
Poole, Clr. Ron Hart, officially opened the pier on
September 5th(1966).  The reception was held at North

Shore Lodge, our President’s home, and James, the President’s butler, conducted the proceedings, and I
remember him cutting the celebration cake wearing white gloves.’

Don went on to say when referring to events
in 1983 ‘… in June extensive work was undertaken on the
pier.  The T-piece was extended and due to the specialist
timber and volume of work involved, the project was
contracted out to Sandbanks Yacht Company.   As can be
imagined, the timing was inconvenient to members but
work was completed in under a month.’

(* = about £1350 in value today.)

Tottering T-Piece?
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The jetty has had its occasional bouts of titivation and
‘improvements’ but the underlying structure is basically
the same.  Not surprisingly, it’s showing signs of its age.
It’s the T-piece that takes the brunt of the storms,
disappearing under the highest of tides, and has been
the primary cause of concern for many a Club Bosun
and Commodore of committees gone by. Like the
Leaning Tower of Pisa, it’s beginning to tilt – like some of
our members, its legs are not quite what they use to be!

Realising that the signs of decay are moving to a point of
no return, the Club Committee has set up the NHYC Jetty

Works group, to investigate what needs to be done. Chaired by Club Bosun Sally Sherrell, the group
has started the process by looking closely at the structure and bringing in professional help to look at
the options – there are some aspects even in a self-help Club where DIY
is no longer enough.  But it’s even more complicated than that.  The jetty
sits in an area that is now designated a SSSI (Site of Significant Scientific
Importance) and a SPA (Special Protection Area) Zone with any
application subject to the Habitats Regulations.  The days of when you
could simply wack telephone poles into the seabed with gay abandon
have long gone.  Before even raising a shovel, permission needs to be
sought and received from the likes of Natural England, Poole Harbour
Commissioners, the MMO (Marine Management Organisation) et al.

As we found out last year, when Andy Page and Steve Brimble made a
valiant effort putting together a detailed proposition to add a small
slipway to the side of the jetty to make dinghy launching easier and
safer, the process is far from simple, fast or cheap.  The authorities
require a detailed, often scientific, and finely crafted submission –
something that only environmental specialists can provide with any
chance of success. In the end, the then committee decided the process
of gaining permission to add a simple slipway was too expensive and
excessively complicated, and the plans were shelved.  But that’s not an
option with the T-piece.  Thanks to the forethought of past committees,
the Club has built sufficient reserves to do what must be done.  We will be looking at all the

possibilities and we hope to include a walk-on
permanent berth for the water taxi as part of the
rebuild.  Hopefully, as an existing structure, permission
will be forthcoming.  But we are not going to be taking
any chances.

We are in the very early days of the process and we
promise to keep members informed of our progress.
Especially when we know of any impending large
outgoings from the Club’s funds.  One thing for certain,
it’s going to be more than 70 quid!

Keith Colwell
Health and Safety Officer
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In 2019 we lost one of our
long standing and much
appreciated members of 37
years,  Dave Stares.  He had
sailed far and wide with
club members over many
years.  He was often to be
seen sailing nonchalantly
round the harbour or in the
same laid-back manner,
racing on a Wednesday
or Sunday.

Dave’s wife Rosemary asked if she could donate a cup, as a memorial, that we
could race for each year.  As his birthday is in September it was thought that the
last Bay Race of the year would be a suitable date.

The Dave Stares Trophy was raced for the first time last year, and has now been
officially commissioned and engraved with the first winner, Admiral Thomas, a
long time protagonist of Brifin, Dave's last boat.  We would like to thank
Rosemary for her generosity and hope that many will try to win the cup in the
coming seasons.

All sailors are welcome to try.

Regards,

Alan Robertson

Dave Stares Trophy
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This is the race calendar for 2021 (subject to weather). Any member who is keen to race
or crew should email : boat@ram-tech.co.uk

Wednesday Morning Races 10:00 start

12th May

26th May

9th June

23rd June

7th July

14th July

28th July

11th August

25th August

Sunday Bay Races 10:00 start

16th May

27th June

11th July

22nd August

5th September

12th September (Bart's Bash)

19th September ( Dave Stares)

Wednesday Evening Races 19:00 start

5th May (18:30)

19th May

2nd June

16th June

30th June (18:30)

21st July

4th August

18th August

1st September (18:00)

mailto:boat@ram-tech.co.uk
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The Club's Art Group is currently running ‘online’ with people being asked to share their
artwork on the Club’s Facebook page or here, in the newsletter.  We plan to start running
monthly groups again in the Clubhouse from July, Covid restrictions permitting.

We’ve picked up where we left off last year, when our theme for March would have been
‘people’.  Rather ironic after a year of having to avoid each other!  And, as you will see, people
are few and far between in the pictures our members have shared!

If you would like to get involved, here are the dates and themes for the year:

Art Group dates and themes for 2021

● April - Clouds (online)

● May - Watercolour flowers (online)

● June - Animals (online)

● Wednesday 21st July - Reflections and shadows

● Wednesday 25th August - Our club

● Wednesday 29th September - Pastels

● Wednesday 27th October - The Sea

● Wednesday 1st December - Winter

Art Group
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Jackie Hardy
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Marisa Robertson
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Sally Sherrell

Anna Harris
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Dear all,

I  have provisionally penciled in some dates and events for the coming year.

These events will take place subject to Covid regulations and it is possible that
they may have to be cancelled or rearranged at short notice.

● June 26th - Welcome back to NHYC with a BBQ and disco

● July 17th or 31st - Kids’ Club Regatta

● September 25th - Quiz with fish and chips

●Big breakfasts - October 3rd  November 7th and December 5th

● 17th December - Festive Night

Regards,

Barry Swaffield

Social Secretary
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Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the newsletter.

Our members make our newsletter … if you have something to share,
please email your news, stories, memories or photos to me, Anna Harris:
newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

Thank you!

Final word …

mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk
mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

